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INTERNATIONALIZATION OF UNIVERSITIES
THROUGH PARTICIPATION
IN THE ERASMUS + KA2 PROJECTS

The article is devoted to highlighting the specifics of the role of the
ERASMUS+ program in meeting the educational needs of modern Ukrainian
students. It is concluded that the participation of Ukrainian students in such
programs reflects their desire to internationalize the educational space, expand
their horizons and form a system of various competencies within the European
integration of Ukrainian education. The article unfolds the direction of scientific
research on the effectiveness of student participation in international projects.
In particular, it dwells on the issues on which modern projects within the
ERASMUS+  framework are based. It also proceeds to outlining the
technological professional competencies, which enable the integration of the
younger generation into the world’s educational space in a timely and effective
manner. The summary of topical projects in which students of Poltava
V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University take part is presented in this
work. In particular, it is described how international programs ‘Writing for
inclusion’ 2020-1-ES01-KA201-081827, ‘Care in Education’, and ‘Horizon
Europe Program’ are implemented.

The system of functioning and integration of educational institutions in
the process of participation in international projects is described. Vivid
examples of the interaction of higher and secondary educational institutions are
presented, aimed at implementing advanced concepts of students’ care,
multicultural development, and integration into the international community.
The current difficulties in the subjects of educational and professional activities
related to the use of advanced technologies and means of e-learning and
interaction are described. The role of participation in international projects to
increase the competence and competitiveness of modern specialists is determined.
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1t is concluded that the participation of students in ERASMUS + provides
multicultural and international dialogue in the implementation of the latest
strategies for preschool and school education, the implementation of art therapy
in the educational process, and the usage of the vast potential of art for teaching
students.

Keywords: ERASMUS++, international projects, internationalization of
education in Ukraine; multicultural development of modern youth, international
dialogue, integration of Ukraine into the international educational space.

Introduction. Growing international competition between
higher education institutions requires universities to evaluate, improve
or develop new strategies that will enable them to expand their
international capacity. There is a need to gain competitive advantages
in attracting students, especially foreign ones, to include participants
in the educational process in international exchange programs, to
implement joint research projects, to create joint diploma programs,
etc. The internationalization of higher education is usually seen as a
comprehensive strategic process that integrates programs, activities,
and initiatives to strengthen the university’s position in the
international arena.

Thus, in the process of integrated development, the goal of each
university 1s to develop an integrated model of internationalization of
higher education at the institutional level, which combines the
concepts of strategic planning of education and consolidates complex
components and approaches to stakeholders.

One of the priorities of university development is its
international projects. It is participation in the type of activity which
appears to be the most optimal way to ensure dialogue and develop the
diversity of educational space, the possibility of realizing the potential
of the individual.

Aim of the Study. The purpose of the publication is to define
the role of Poltava V. G. Korolenko National Pedagogical University’s
participation in international projects as an indicator of its successful
operation and level of training improvement.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The problem of
participation of student youth in various projects at the international
level is reflected in a number of actual scientific studies. We can
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group these studies into two significant areas of research. Within the
first direction, we determine the specifics of the impact of
participation in the ERASMUS + program on the process of
professional development and development of students, presented in
the publications of such scientists as Yu. Zayachuk, I. Myhovych and
N. Noddings. The second area of research reflects the importance of
participation in international projects in the context of forming
students’ communicative and technological competence in a specially
organized and modern educational environment, presented in the
works of H.Y.Durak, R.Eynon, N.Redjep, and others. Both
directions of scientific thought reflect a wide range of modern
achievements in the process of internationalization of education and
reveal the specifics of students’ achievements as a result of
participation in exchange programs and academic mobility.

Presenting the main findings. Ukraine’s integration into the
European Research Area remains a priority today. Bilateral
international cooperation with the EU member states, Eastern
Partnership countries, participation in the EU Framework Program for
Research and Innovation Horizon Europe Program, etc. is essential for
the long-term development of higher education.

Every year, Ukrainian institutions and organizations take part in
academic exchange programs, research projects, etc. In particular,
participating in the ERASMUS + KA 2 projects, which help build the
capacity of universities, the university actively implements cooperation
in the key area (Key Action), which involves active scientific,
pedagogical, and research cooperation to innovate and implement the
most optimal, competitive and professional practitioner. In addition, a
promising and effective direction for further development was defined
in this project, which reflects the strategic partnership in the field of
school education, the realization of potential in teacher training, and
the maximum realization of their potential.

Existing ERASMUS + research in Ukraine conducted in
participating institutions, as a rule, focuses on the exchange of
experience of ERASMUS + students and the quality of institutional
support for these exchanges (I. Myhovych, 2020). The question of
how participation in ERASMUS + affects higher education
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institutions and really contributes to their further internationalization
and modernization remains relevant and unresolved. In this context,
internationalization is understood as the process of integrating the
international, intercultural or global dimension into the goals,
functions, or delivery of higher education. Thus, this applies to
various activities, such as expanding the network of international
cooperation partners and deepening cooperation, developing
internationalized curricula and offering foreign language courses,
participating in international research projects, and so on. It is
important that the international dimension takes place in both goals
and practices and that it embraces all participants in the context of
higher education.

A similar trend is reflected in the project ‘Writing for inclusion’
2020-1-ES01-KA201-081827, which for the first time in Ukraine in
this area, 1s implemented in partnership with Gymnasium Nel8 of
Poltava City Council. The uniqueness of this project lies in
strengthening the links between higher education institutions and
schools, establishing a vertical educational activity, which we see as
an important aspect of the diversity of modern education, including
multicultural one.

The project’s target groups are primary school teachers, teaching
assistants, and primary school students. In total, the project is
designed for more than 100 primary school students. In addition, a
number of multi-author events were organized for teachers,
professors, pedagogical students, and other educational stakeholders
to disseminate the results of the project.

The project develops materials and organizes activities aimed at
forming a non-discriminatory attitude, establishing relationships
between primary school students in European countries, using digital
storytelling. Moreover, during the war between Ukraine and russia, a
strong team was formed to support Ukrainian educators and
schoolchildren. The consortium of project partners, even during the
war, supports the Ukrainian people and educational institutions, which
in turn is a clear demonstration of the concept of ‘Care in Education’
at the European level. Cultivating Awareness and Resilience in
Education (CARE) is a unique professional development program that
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helps teachers and administrators handle their stress and rediscover
the joys of teaching. It is a program of professional development
which helps teachers and administrators of educational institutions
overcome stress and reshape their attitude to the educational process.
The theory of care, which is the basis of this concept, emphasizes the
relationship and the implementation of care for the expressed needs of
others during the various systems of communication in the educational
process. Manifestations of concern do not ignore virtue and justice.
The central idea of the concept of care is the relationship that develops
between people. In education, this means taking into account the
expressed needs of students — not always satisfied but always included
in the teacher’s discussion (Noddings, 2019).

The categories of ‘choice’, ‘continuity’ and ‘communication’ are
central to the application of care theory in the context of the
educational paradigm. In line with its emphasis on expressing needs,
care theory recommends listening to students and engaging in
discussions to learn about their interests and help them make sensible
choices that are meaningful. According to the theory of care, it is
important to pay more attention to continuity, i.e. the ability to keep
students and teachers together for more than one year. Similarly,
continuity and connectivity can be enhanced by encouraging
interdisciplinary research. Finally, the theory of care emphasizes the
need for critical thinking and courtesy, to educate, not to fight those
who may be morally wrong (Noddings, 2019).

It is sometimes said that ‘all teachers care’. It is because they
care that people go into teaching. Even for the majority who do care in
the virtue sense — that is, they profess to care and work hard at their
teaching — there are many who do not adopt the relational sense of
caring. They “care” in the sense that they conscientiously pursue
certain goals for their students, and they often work hard at coercing
students to achieve those goals. These teachers must be credited with
caring in the virtue sense of the word. However, these same teachers
may be unable to establish relations of care and trust (Noddings, 2019)

Another important area of participation in the project is
Inclusion, which is a long-term key priority for the European Union to
ensure the diversity of educational space in Europe, taking into
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account the multicultural context and the implementation of
individualized forms of teaching. In 2010, the European Commission
launched the Europe 2020 Strategy, which promotes cohesion and the
development of society. The ‘Writing for Inclusion’ (WIN) project
focuses on raising awareness, changing perceptions, and providing
resources for implementing inclusion in education through the concept
‘Care in Education’. This project is implemented by consortiums from
four European countries, which include higher and secondary education:
University of Vic-Central University of Catalonia (UVic-UCC) from
Spain, Universita di Firenze from Italy (UNIFI), Eotvos-Lorand
University (ELTE) from Hungary, and Poltava V. G. Korolenko
National Pedagogical University (PNPU) from Ukraine; and four
schools: Les Pinediques, from Spain, Istituto Comprensivo Le Cure,
from Italy, Erzsébetvarosi Két Tanitasi Nyelvii Altalanos Iskola és
Szakgimnazium, from Hungary and Gymnasium Ne 18 of Poltava City
Council, from Ukraine.

The result of this project was the creation of a learning-oriented
educational application that is a key tool for children to communicate
with the media world around them. This application is hosted on the
platform Moodle. Animated resource creation was made possible by
the participation of the Physics and Mathematics Faculty, Psychology
and Pedagogy Faculty, and the Department of Innovation and
International Relations of Poltava V. G. Korolenko National
Pedagogical University. As well as, the project partners, who provided
recommendations on the stages of application development and tested
this animated resource.

This project contributes to the fact that primary school teachers
will increase the level of understanding of how inclusive practices can
be used during the educational process in their classrooms, as well as
have the opportunity to share best practices with foreign colleagues.
Children, who are definitely on the focus of our consortium, will use
technology as a tool for developing their own literacy. An important
aspect in this context is the expansion of the information and
communication competence of scientists and teachers, as the
implementation of remote interaction, and participation in projects,
due to the constant use of technology, significantly increase the ability
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of teachers to use new technologies. This problem has been repeatedly
raised in a number of scientific studies. N. Redjep, I. Balaban &
B. Zugec (2021) studied the general indicators of the readiness of the
educational environment for the introduction of information technology.
They considered the following components of the readiness of the
educational environment for the introduction of technology -
planning, use of technology in the educational process (learning),
development of technological competence, information culture, and
provision of technological infrastructure in the educational institution.

Research also presents the results of studying the readiness of
adult students (cross-graduate students, in particular) to use computer
technology in the educational process (Eynon, 2020). The lower level
of readiness of adult students compared to adolescents and young
people to exploit technology in education was determined, which is
due to the lower level of inclusion of the adult generation in the virtual
world. Therefore, it is important in this context to develop the system
of determinants of the effectiveness of the inclusion of technology in
the educational process (Durak, & Seferoglu, 2020). Such a system
reflects the integration of social discourses, values, and the use of
media in the context of the formation of technological competence.

Therefore, active participation in ERASMUS + projects
promotes multi-vector integration of the subject of educational and
professional activities and educational environment, rich not only in
European discourses, but also the latest tools for organizing the
educational environment, opportunities to use information and
computer technology in educational practices.

Yu. Zaiachuk considers the activity of students in the
ERASMUS + program as a manifestation of an integral part of the
national strategy for improving the space of higher education in
Ukraine, which is a tool for achieving academic goals and establishing
international cooperation. The author notes that Ukrainian students
take an active part in the implementation of international research
projects, actively cooperating with EU member states and Eastern
Partnership countries, the EU Horizon Europe Program, the Eionet
Research and Training Program, NATO programs ‘Science for Peace
and Security’, etc. Yu. Zaiachuk stressed that among the EU’s
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international educational projects in which Ukraine is a partner
country, the most powerful is the ERASMUS + program, which
provides a significant number of students and teachers of Ukrainian
universities with academic experience outside their country.

I. Myhovych (2020) also notes the significant potential of the
ERASMUS + program in the formation of European integration
processes in Ukrainian education. According to her, the main purpose
of participation in this project is not only the acquisition of the
necessary competencies by students, but also the implementation of
the trend of internationalization of students in Ukrainian higher
education in general. Participation in such projects supports
organizations in working towards transnational partnerships and
encourages the sharing of innovative practices in the fields of
education, training, and youth development.

At the same time, today’s challenges constantly raise the need to
find new systems for organizing educational dialogue and ensuring the
diversity of education in higher and school education. The events of
recent months were particularly critical and urgent. Ukraine is in war
which exposed all the crisis moments of society in general and
education in particular. At the same time, the only finally promising
way to restore and qualitatively restructure Ukraine’s education
system is to establish a permanent and effective dialogue with the
European Educational Area, implement joint projects, research, and
choose a common course of development. Indeed, a large number of
projects have been implemented in time; Poltava V. G. Korolenko
National Pedagogical University is one of the flagships of the
integration of education in Ukraine to world trends. However, every
researcher and educator is well aware that the international
educational environment is even more multifaceted and diverse. At the
same time, the most important task of the educational system of
modern Ukraine is to establish a dialogue with the European space,
the search for common trends, and development strategies.

Conclusions and Perspectives. The presented materials reflect
the current achievements of scientists and teachers in ensuring the
integration of Ukraine into the educational space of Europe. The
implementation of multicultural and international dialogue in the
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implementation of the latest strategies of preschool and school
education, the implementation of art therapy in the educational
process, and the application of the vast potential of art in the growth of
the student’s personality, in general, is an important direction for
today’s Ukraine. The implementation of ERASMUS + KA?2 projects
lays the foundation for further and effective cooperation with the
European Educational Area on the basis of dialogue and emphasis on
diversity.

However, the problem of implementing various international
projects within the integration of the educational institution into the
European educational space remains unresolved and needs further
investigation. In particular, the prospect of research is to study the
characteristics of the likely participation of university staff and
educational institutions in a number of other projects as a basis for
strong cooperation with European institutions. And the very form of
scientific activity of researchers will take the form of participation in
various projects.
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Mapuna I'punvosa, Ipuna Kocym

IHTEPHAIIOHAJIIBALIA YHIBEPCUTETIB YEPE3 YYACTD
Y ITPOEKTAX ERASMUS + KA2

Y cmammi suceimneno cneyughixy poni npoepamu ERASMUS + y 3a00601enHi
OC8IMHIX NOmMped Cy4acHo2o YKpaiHcbKko20 cmyoeHma. 3poOieHO BUCHOBOK, WO
yuacme YKpaiHCbKuXx cCmyO0eHmie y makux npozpamax 8ioobpasdcac ixue npacHeHHs 0o
IHmepHayionanizayii 0C8IMHbO20 NPOCMOPY, POUWUPEHHS KPY2030PY Ma (hOPMYBaAHHS
cucmemu  pISHOMAHIMHUX KOMHEMeHYiU Y paMKax €8ponelicbkoi inmezpayii
VKPAiHCbKOI 0c8imu.

Aemopu posensoaroms pe3yibmamu HAyKo8020 O00CHIONCeHHS eeKMUBHOCMI
yuacmi cmyo0enmi6 y MidCHApOOHUX NPOEKMAx, 3YNUHAIOMbCA HA OA3UCHUX npoOiemax
cyuacuux npoekmig y mexcax ERASMUS+, okpecaroromv mexnono2iuni npogecitini
KOMNnemeHyii, AKI 0aromv 3M02y 64ACHO Ma e@QeKmugHo IHmezpyeamu Moa00e
NOKONIHHA V C8IMOGUll 0C8ImHILL npocmip. Y pobomi npedcmasieno pesome
AKMYanvbHuxX Npoekmis, y AKux oOepymev yuacme cmyodenmu I[lonmaecvkoco
HAyioHanbHo20 nedacociunozo yHisepcumemy imeni B.I. Koponenka, onucamo, sk
peanizyromocs MincHapooui npoepamu «llucomo ons inknoziiy 2020-1-ES01-KA201-
081827, «Typboma 6 oceimiy ma «IlIpoepama Horizon Europey.

Poszkpumo cucmemy gynxyionysanua ma inmeepayii HAGYANILHUX 3AK1A0IE Y
npoyeci yuacmi 6 MidcHapoouux npoekmax. Hasedeno sickpasi npuxiaou 63aemooii
BUWYUX [ CepPeOHIX HABUAbHUX 3aKNadie, CHPAMOBAHOI HA peanizayilo nepeoosux
KOHYenyiti oniku CcmyoeHmis, NONIKYIbMYPHOSO pO3GUMKY ma inmezpayii 6
MidcHapoOHe cnismogapucmeo. Oxapaxmepuzo8ano mpyoHowi cyo €Kmie HaguaibHO-
npoghecitinoi disinbHocmi, N08 a3aHi 3 BUKOPUCNAHHAM CYYACHUX MEXHONL02Il [ 3ac00i6
eJleKMPOHHO20 HABYAHHA MA 83AEMOOIL. BusHnaueHno ponv yuacmi mati OymHix
Qaxisyie y MidCHApPOOHUX NPOEKMAx Ons NIOBUUJEHHS IXHbOI KOMHEmeHmMHOCMI ma
KOHKYPDEHMOCHPOMONCHOCMI.

Yueni ooxoosmu eucnosxy, wo yuacms cmyoenmis y ERASMUS + 3a6e3neuye
NONUKYIbMYPHULL | MIJCHAPOOHULL 0iaNoe y 6NPOBAONCEHHI HOBGIMHIX cmpamezili
OOWKINLHOI ma WKIIbHOI 0ceimu, apm-mepanii 6 O0CBIMHIL Npoyec, a MAaKo;C
BUKOPUCMAHHS BEIUYE3HO20 NOMEHYIANY MUCMEYM8a Ol HA8UAHHS CIYOeHmIE.

Knrwwuoei cnoea: ERASMUS +; misxcnapooui npoexmu, iHmepHayionanizayis
oceimu 6 YKpaini; NoONKYyIbmMypHUUl PO3BUMOK CYYACHOI MOA0OI, MINCHAPOOHULL
dianoe, inmezpayis Ykpainu 6 MisicHapoOHULl 0C8IMHIU NPOCMIPp.
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